
 

 

 

  3507 Pine St. Pascagoula, MS 39567 

October 2022 

I preached a sermon the other day about helping 
those on the margins of our society. In that ser-
mon I talked about blessing bags. These are one 
gallon zip lock bags that will contain essential 
items to help folks make it through the day and 
provide information about how they can begin 
the process of finding a place where they can 
live so that they will not be in the hot sun and 
must beg for money and food. 
 
During the sermon I listed a few items that will 
be placed in the bags, but we are still working 
on figuring out what items we need to include. 
Certainly, water and some type of food will be 
part of the contents. If you have any ideas on 
what items need to be in these bags please email 
Jenn and we will consider your suggestions. 
 
The blessing bags are something that I hope you 
will keep in your car. When you see someone in 
need you may give it to the person. The encoun-
ter doesn’t need to be one where you don’t feel 
safe. The last thing I want any of us to do is put 
ourselves in an unsafe situation. The bags will 
probably be two to three inches thick so you can 
keep your window closed and motion for the 
person to come over to your car and crack the 
widow wide enough for the bag to be passed 
through. This way the person in need will re-
ceive the bag and you will be able to stay safe. 
 
All you have to say is God bless you when the 
bag is passed through the crack of the window. 
The information they will receive to help them  
 

 

come out of a homeless situation is a card 
that has the phone number for the Open 
Doors Homeless Coalition. This is a charity 
organization that helps homeless people 
find an apartment where they will be able 
to begin living a better life. You may look 
this organization up on their web site at 
https://www.opendoorshc.org/. 
 
This is one way we can be Jesus’ healing 
presence in the world. As I said in my ser-
mon, these gallon bags of supplies aren’t 
going to make a difference to everyone 
who is in need but they will make a differ-
ence to someone in need! When we read 
the gospels one thing we will notice is that 
Jesus healed people one at a time and that 
is what I believe our mission is with these 
blessing bags. 
 
It is still my hope that we will be able to 
make them available to you on All Saints 
Sunday as we recognize our own sainthood 
and live into being Christ’s Body in our 
world today.  

Dear Friends,  

 
Christ’s Peace, 

https://www.opendoorshc.org/
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Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi 

Mass on the Grass & Pet Blessing 
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Feast Day of St. Francis continued . . . 

A single  
sunbeam is 
enough to 

drive away 
many  

shadows.   
 

 St. Francis of Assisi 



 

 

Palette Parties give $800+ to Endowment Fund 

4 

This is the second group that painted hydrangeas along with Mary Bet Evans 
and, together with the first group (featured last month), contributed more than 
$800 to the St. John’s Permanent Endowment Fund.  

St. John’s Stewardship 2022 
All members of the church should be receiving 
a letter regarding our Stewardship Campaign. 
Enclosed is a message from our senior war-
den, Kelly Smith, a blank pledge card and a re-
turn envelope. 

This year, we have three ways to submit your 
pledge — mail, in person or online. You can 
complete the printed pledge card and return it 
to the church either by mail or in person. You 
can drop it into the offertory plate one Sunday 
this month, if you prefer.  

For your convenience, we also have an online  

pledge card on our website (www.sjecpm.org.) 
Look for the link “St. John’s Pledge Card” and 
follow the links to complete and submit the 
pledge card online.  
 
Please note that you only need to complete 
the process once, either on the printed pledge 
card or online. There is no need to do both. 
 
Regardless of method, please submit your 
pledge card by October 30, so that our Fi-
nance Committee may start working on the 
2023 Budget to present at the Annual Meeting 
in December. 

Watch for letter this week 

http://www.sjecpm.org/
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Family Night photos provided by Amy Baker 
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2022 Vestry 
 

Kelly Smith - Senior Warden 
Deborah Banahan - Junior Warden 

Deborah Banahan - Parish Activities  
Rhonda Shook - Outreach 
Con Lancaster - Treasurer 

Donna Stewart - Vestry Clerk  
Bobby Baker - Assistant Treasurer 

Amanda Johns - Member 
Matt Jones - Member 

Kathy Khayat  -  Member 
 

E-Mail: office.sjecpm.org   
Web: www.sjecpm.org 

St. John’s Parish Staff 
 

The Rt. Rev. Brian Seage, Bishop 
The Rev. Tom Fanning, Rector 

The Rev. Ede Plovanich, Part Time Associate 
Priest 

Hope Shotts Steiner, Organist-Choir Director 
Terry Willis, Sexton 

Jenn Johnson, Church Secretary 
Amy Baker, Children ’s Ministry 
Pam Eaves, Nursery Attendant 

 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. – noon 
Phone:  228-762-1705       

Dear St. John's family:  

Our family wants to express the utmost appreciation for the outpour-

ing of love and caring for our mom and our family at this most dif-

ficult time. All of the flower arrangements were gorgeous and the 

lunch was amazing. Also, the homily that Fr. Tom gave was really 

touching and represented all the many facets of our mom's incredi-

ble life. Our mom loved this church and all its members and worked 

tirelessly to help others and represent her strong faith. She was the 

strongest woman we have ever known and she will be forever missed. 

We find comfort in knowing that she is no longer suffering and is 

with Christ and our daddy. Thank you again for everything and as 

mom would say, "Hotty Toddy."  
Christ's peace,  

The McBroom family 

DATE: Sunday, October 23rd 
 
TIME: 5  -  7 p.m.  
 
INCLUDES: Trunk-or-Treat, jump house, 
games, and more 
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