5t John’s Episcopal Church

e 3507 Pine St. Pascagoula, MS 39567

Dear Friends,

One of the great honors any of us can receive
is to be asked to be a godparent. Over the
years I have received this honor twice, and it
1s something I take very seriously. I have two
goddaughters and on this All-Saints’ Sunday,
Marjie and I will become godparents to Violet
Dunn, Carolyn Horne’s daughter and Jim and
Keith Horne’s granddaughter.

If you are present at the service or watching it
on live stream you will notice something dif-
ferent. During the presentation and examina-
tion of the candidate, I will move from being
the celebrant to being a sponsor (godparent)
who will be asked the questions during the ex-
amination part of the service. The sponsors are
asked eight different questions. The first two
questions have to do with the responsibility of
bringing up the child in the Christian faith,
praying for the child and witnessing to help
the child grow into the full statue of Christ.
These are weighty questions that call for a se-
rious and self-examination response as a god-
parent. This is a huge responsibility that any
godparent takes on and requires action on the
part of the godparent. I heard a priest once say
that godparents have three responsibilities, 1)
to pray for their godchild, 2) to have a rela-
tionship with the godchild and 3) to get the
godchild out of trouble if that unfortunate situ-
ation arises.

The next three questions are about the renunci-
ation of evil. And then the next three are
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about a commitment to have accepted Jesus as a
personal savior, put trust in Jesus and promise to
follow him. My understanding is in the ancient
world when these questions were asked at a bap-
tism, the candidates and sponsors would turn
their bodies and faces away from the altar to-
ward the world and respond to the questions
about renouncing Satan and evil forces of the
world. When asked about Jesus they would turn
to the altar an image of where we as Christians
receive God.

One interesting thing about the answers to the
questions of examination is that the sponsors
don’t say that we will do this or we renounce
Satan and the evils of this world or we accept
Jesus. No, the pronoun is I. Like all things in the
Book of Common Prayer these responses are
intentional that when someone makes these
vows on behalf of the person who is being bap-
tized, the sponsor 1s personally responsible for
the vows he or she makes on behalf of the per-
son who is being baptized.

So on All Saints Sunday, Marjie and I will have
the honor and privilege of become godparents to
Violet. And with this honor comes a weighted
responsibility that all godparents have as we
journey in this life with our godchildren.

Christ’s Peace,

A omh



Operation Christmas Child Update #3

The shoeboxes are here! Fill and return by Nov. 21
By Gabby Kyzar

It’s finally time ... time to fill the boxes for
Operation Christmas Child

Empty boxes are staged in the Narthex ready for
you to pick up. Your filled boxes can be returned
at any time and dropped off in the Parish Hall.
However, the final drop-off time at St. John’s
will be noon on Sunday, Nov. 21.

Also, should you want to contribute other than
filling a box, you can make a donation.

You may donate cash ear-marked for OCC

or you can make checks payable to Samaritan’s

Purse/OCC.

As a quick reminder, you can include any person-
al care items, art supplies, school supplies, or
small toys. Anything that the receiving child
could use would be great items to pack.

No liquid or food items are allowed (no liquid

soap, no toothpaste and no food). Thank you for all that you do. We are very ex-

cited that St. John’s is able to help through this
amazing organization.

Ways to support our children’s service projects

The St. John’s Children’s Ministry has two com-
munity service projects coming up that you may
wish to support. These projects follow their suc-
cessful efforts to recognize frontline healthcare

workers and to provide food for local animal shel-

ters. “Thank you for supporting those projects,”

said Amy Baker. “We are learning more and more

about how to be the hands and feet of Christ.”

November Project
The children are putting together Thanksgiving

baskets for some families in need. You can sup-

port this effort by bringing non perishable items

for a Thanksgiving feast or sending a donation to

be used for a turkey, milk and other perishables
for the basket. We will offer these baskets to be

blessed at the November 21st Eucharist. These
families have children, so children’s food such
as cereal, pop tarts, and cookies could be donat-
ed as well. You can place your non-perishable
food items in the basket in the Parish Hall any-
time before November 21.

December Project

For December, the St. John’s children are chal-
lenging themselves to fill 25 shoeboxes for Op-
eration Shoebox. The children are packing the
boxes at Sunday school and are gathering sup-
plies now. If you would like to sponsor a box
for $10 or if you have items to add to a box,
please drop them off at the church office.
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The Posada: Join the journey to Bethlehem

We plan to begin our Posada on the First Sunday
of Advent, November 28. Since we have had new
church members join us since the last Posada,
this article is intended to share the history of this
tradition and how we celebrate it here at St.
John's.

Las Posadas, Spanish for "The Inns," is a com-
memoration of the journey taken by Mary and
Joseph to Bethlehem. The idea can be traced to
St. Ignatius Loyola in the
16th century. Loyola sug- ¥
gested that special prayers
be said on nine successive
days, the number of days it
took the Holy Family to
travel to Bethlehem. Span-
ish missionaries intro-
duced the nine-day re-
membrance to Indians in
Mexico around 1587. The
native Mexicans added
song and celebration and
moved the posada from
inside churches into
homes.

The traditional Mexican
commemoration begins

with a procession on De-
cember 16. A child dressed
as an angel heads the proces-
sion, followed by two more children carrying fig-
ures of Mary and Joseph, other children, adults
and finally musicians. All in the procession sing
and carry a lighted candle or lantern.

When the procession reaches the house chosen
for the evening, the participants divide into two
groups—the religious pilgrims and the innkeep-
ers. The pilgrims line up behind the angel and the
children bearing the figures of Mary and Joseph.
The innkeepers are positioned behind a closed
(interior) door of the house. The pilgrims knock
on the door asking for shelter. The innkeepers

ask, “Who knocks at my door so late in the
night?”” The pilgrims respond, “In the name of
Heaven I beg you for lodging. My beloved wife
can no longer travel and she is very weary.” But
the response is a cold and firm refusal. “Go
away! There 1s no room for you tonight.”

After repeated requests, the pilgrims explain who
they are, and the innkeepers relent, welcoming

the exhausted travelers. Everyone
kneels in prayer. The figures of
Mary and Joseph are placed on
an altar or Nativity scene. A
party filled with fireworks, pi-
fnatas, food, song and dance
follows the posada. For eight
consecutive nights the same
ceremonies are repeated at a
different home. On the ninth
night, Christmas Eve, an image
of the Christ Child is carried
into the church and laid in a
small crib. Midnight mass fol-
lows.

Here at St. John's, we begin the
tradition on the First Sunday of
Advent and our Mary and Jo-
seph figures, created by our
own Mary Bet Evans, travel
from home to home until
Christmas Eve. Any church
member can sign up to be a "host family" for one
of the nights and prepare light refreshments for
the family that visits your home. The following
night, you’ll visit the next host family and take
Mary and Joseph with you. All participants will
follow a printed service as part of the evening.

“I started this tradition at St. John’s as a mean-
ingful way to commemorate the trip to Bethle-
hem as well as an opportunity for our members
to spend holiday time together” said Father Tom.
“It’s quickly become a favorite holiday tradition
here.”
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Prayers of the People

Q: How do I put someone’s name on the St. Q: How do I sign up to give flowers in

Flower Dedication Sign Up

John’s prayer list?

memory or in celebration of someone?

: There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex

A: Email J enr} at church.office(@sjecpm.org with where you can sign up for a specific Sunday.
the person’s name. If you cannot make it to the Church to sign
up, you can send Jenn an email
Q: How long will the person’s name stay on at church.office(@sjecpm.org

the prayer list?

: What is the deadline?

A: Three weeks. If you would like the person to . , .
stay on longer than three weeks, contact : Please 511%n up or n(}’ltlfy Jenn a mmlﬁlnﬁ(l of
Jenn and she will extend their name for anoth- O?Veevaleoew eI; glor to the date you would like to
er three weeks. 8 '
: What information do I need to provide?
Q: What’s the deadline for getting a name

added for a given Sunday?

In order for the name to be printed in the
Sunday bulletin it will need to be submitted
by noon on Wednesday. If someone needs to
be added after that, we can write their name
on the Prayers of the People that will be read
aloud on Sunday, but the name will not be in
the bulletin until the following Sunday.

St. John’s Parish Staff

The Rev. Tom Fanning, Rector
Priest

Terry Willis, Sexton
Jenn Johnson, Church Secretary
Pam Eaves, Nursery Attendant
Alix Thrower, Nursery Attendant

The Rt. Rev. Brian Seage, Bishop
The Rev. Ede Plovanich, Part Time Associate

Hope Shotts Steiner, Organist-Choir Director

: The name of the person or event you are

wanting the flowers to be dedicated to and
the name or family name of who the flowers
are from.

: What is the cost to give flowers?

: The suggested donation amount is $50. If

sending a check, please write “flowers” in
the memo or notes section of the check.

2021 Vestry

Charlie Latady - Senior Warden
Kelly Smith - Junior Warden
Deborah Banahan - Parish Activities
Mary Maner - Inreach
Rhonda Shook - Outreach
Con Lancaster - Treasurer
Kathy Khayat - Vestry Clerk
Bobby Baker - Assistant Treasurer

Phone: 228-762-1705

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. — noon

E-Mail: office.sjecpm.org
Web: www.sjecpm.org
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